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multitude of anxiety about 
job openings and job security. For 
Dubuque residents that tension 
has been eased. After months of 
searching for a location, IBM an- 
nounced January 15 that it will be 
opening a new technology ser- 
vice delivery center in Dubuque. 
IBM, incorporated in 1911, is 


presenting an opportunity for |) 


1,300 positions to be filled by the 
end of 2010. 
“IBM’s decision to relocate 
a portion of its operations to 
Dubuque is a testament to the 
strength of our community and 
sutrounding communities,” said 
Clarke President Joanne Burrows. 
“It speaks to what Dubuque is at 
its core - a smaller city with big 
Opportunities.” 
This all began last summer with 
a phone call of inquiry regard- 
ing types-of - buildings Dubuque 
_ has to offer for businésses: IBM™ 
executives made two field visits 
to Dubuque in October and De- 


cember. The process of choos- The Dubuque Building, previously the Roshek Brothers Depart- 


Representatives from six local and 
surrounding colleges met with the 
IBM executives and gave a short 
Presentation on why Dubuque 
would be a good choice. 

IBM said it was very impressed 
with the attitude of area officials, 
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which was one of the reasons it 
chose Dubuque. Other reasons 
were the talent and skills available 
in Iowa and the Midwest as well 
as the opportunity for potential 
employees due to the educational 
resources in the area. 
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Issue No. Six 


jobs for grads 


Months of planning and col- 
laboration between IBM with the 
City of Dubuque, Dubuque Ini- 
tiatives, and the Greater Dubuque 
Development Corporation finally 
paid off. IBM plans to open the 
Dubuque service center in early 

summer. 

TBM signed a 10-year lease 

and will be located down- 

town on Locust, in the 

Dubuque Building. This 

1929 building will undergo 

renovations before IBM’s 

opening. The renovations 
] will maintain the historic 
quality of the structure 
while using energy-efficient 
technology to make it more 
environmentally friendly. 
IBM plans to work with 
colleges in Iowa, Lllinois 
and Wisconsin for recruit- 
ment and training of. po- 
tential employees. It also 
j plans to partner with ‘Tri-, :¢ 
staté schools to enhance’ 
the curriculum of technol- 
ogy programs to better pre- 
pare students for careers in 


ing Dubuque was a long one, ment Store, will be the new home of IBM in Dubuque. 


and many people were involved. 
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t’s peanut butter jelly time! Peanut Butter 
[i Peanut butter jelly with a baseball 
bat! No, actually it might just have to be 

jelly, thanks to the current scare about peanut 
butter products. 

The US. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) inspected the peanut butter and paste 
at a Peanut Corp. of America processing plant 
in Georgia finding Salmonella typhimurium. 
The company sold its products to nearly 70 
food manufacturers for use as an ingredient in 
cookies, crackers, cereal, candy, pet food and 
ice cream. 

There have been more 
than 500 cases of Salmo- 
nella poisonings in hu- } 
mans and pets along with | 
6 deaths reported accord- 
ing to www.NPRorg as | 
recalls of tainted peanut | 
butter products expand. | 

Clarke College’s Matt | 
Ricketts says, “Our cur- 
rent food distributer, SY- 
SCO foods, monitors all of our purchases and 
looks out for any manufacturers’ recalls. We are 
notified immediately if there are any problems 
with any of our products we are purchasing, 
If there is a potential problem with any item, 
they will immediately pull it out of their ware- 
house so it is unable to get to the customer. We 
have been assured that at this time, it does net 
affect the products which we are purchasing: 

Some popular peanut butter products are 


Clarke closes lid on peanut 


being recalled such as; Luna-brand bars con- 
taining peanut butter, NutriPals peanut butter 
chocolate bars, Little Debbie Peanut Butter 
Toasty sandwich crackers, Kelloggs peanut 
butter crackers and cereals, and nearly all Kee- 
bler and General Mills products, pet foods 

containing peanut butter, and many more. 
According to www.MayoClinic.org, symp- 
toms of food poisoning begin with nausea and 
vomiting and progress to abdominal pains and 
diarrhea. Additional symptoms include fever, 
chills and muscle pains. These symptoms can 
last from several days to 
two weeks. Salmonella it- 
self isn’t life-threatening, 
but can weaken the im- 
mune system and the de- 
| velopment of complica- 

| tions can be dangerous. 
] The FDA recommends 
{ consumers not eat prod- 
1 ucts that are assumed to 
| be tainted and throw them 
away in a manner that pre- 

vents others from eating them. 

People who have consumed peanut butter 
and are feeling ill need to consult their doctors 
as soon as possible. To find out more about 
what’s being recalled and to see the precau- 
tions the FDA suggests going to its website, 
www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/peanutbut- 
terrecall/index.cfm. 


the IT field. 
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F lo help students faced with job-hunt- 
; ing anxiety in today’s economy, the 


5 Dubuque Area Chamber of Com- 
merce is sponsoring a career fair targeted to- 
ward juniors and seniors, but open to all col- 


- lege students, in order to raise awareness of 
; local job and internship opportunities. 


Dubuaue Livel will be held in Clarke’s Stu- 
dent Activity Center on Feb, 12, from 
4:30-6:30 pm. Representatives from local 
businesses will be present to offer information 
about their company. A total of 12 employ- 
ers will attend including Cottingham & But- 
ler, Prudential Retirement, US Bank, DuTrac 
Community Credit Union, American Trust 
& Savings Bank, Mercy Hospital, Dubuque 
Data Services, Dubuque Community Schools, 
Holy Family Schools, City of Dubuque, John 
Deere, and AccessDubuqueJobs.com. 

There will be time allowed for networking, 
where students will have the opportunity to 
introduce themselves to the employers and to 
ask questions about the companies. Pizza will 
be offered following the event. 

“We are facing tough economic times,” said 
Kristi Gimmel Becker, director of Careet 
Services at Clarke. “Instead of letting anxiety 
take over, students need to be Proactive and 
meet the challenge of finding a job. This is a 


a§teat Opportunity to meet potential employ- 


pers. 


Continued on Page 2 
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When I was a wee litde lad, I was a huge fan of John Tra- 
volta. This was due primarily to his performance in “Grease.” 
Sometimes, when I was in elementary school, J would leap 
up on the bleachers during recess and start singing “Sum- 
mer Nights” and dancing wildly. Unfortunately, this behav- 
ior often led to wedgies from my more macho peers and 
brain injuries from falling down on metal bleachers, so I 
had to stop. But I still idolized Mr. Travolta. But then came 
Scientology. And “Battlefield Earth.” And “Hairspray.” 


From the Editors 
Dave Tucker and Ben Jacobson 


Hello Clarke students, faculty and staff! Welcome back to another semester. 
The Courier is a student-produced newspaper for the Clarke community. We 
will be here keeping you updated on the latest news on campus, in Dubuque 
and in the nation Your comments, criticisms or suggestions are welcome as this 
is your paper. We would love to hear from you. Send yout letters to the editors 
to dave.tucker@clarke.edu or benjamin.jacobson@clarke.edu. 


The point is, everybody lets you down eventually. = 
Travolta’s past successes, his more recent failures perm ; 
nently tarnished my opinion of him. Similarly, no om 
how desperately you love newly inaugurated bats 
Obama, at some point during his presidency, you will thin! 
he’s a jerk. ; ; 

I know it’s difficult to hear, as his euphoric election reached 
the same emotional peaks of the fall of the Berlin Wall or 
the end of World War II or the defeat of Lord Voldemort, 
but you need to be prepared. In fact, I believe that Presi- 
dent Obama has already shown that his fall from grace 1s 
inevitable. 

The first thing that concerns me is the president's arro 
refusal to surrender his Blackberry. I’m sure some of you 
out there are saying “OMG WHY CAN’I OBAMA HAVE 
A CELL PHONE WHEN WE NORMAL INSIGNIFI- 
CANT PEONS ARE ALLOWED TO HAVE ONE????? 
I MEAN SERIOUSLY LOL???” 

To this I say, calm down. There is no need to speak in 
capital letters. If you or I send a text message that gets 
intercepted, it is rarely a matter of national security because 
most of us have the same political sway and governmental 
authority as a miniature dachshund. The same cannot be 


gant 


said of the president of the United States, 

President Obama claims that he will “be catefyp 
what he sends, but I’m not convinced, Maybe , a, 
he’ll be at a presidential function where alcoho) p Xi 
and maybe have a few too many and accidentally, 
nuclear launch codes to the Iranian government Cal 

The other thing that concerns me is the Potent 
ing of Guantanamo Bay and what will happen ts thy 


currently detained there. I can’t help but fear that jg 


suspected terrorists imprisoned at Gitmo are sen a de : 


their countries of origin, they will return to theit day wh, 


: Rena dy : rae oe 
which, unfortunately, primarily involve trying to bye opt ad at 
a? 


up. I guess I can’t speak for the rest of the nation Or Pre yt io 
dent Obama, but this would be a really inconvenien ft 
n 


for me to explode. I’ve got plans this weekend, 


It’s obviously too soon to say that Barack Obama, . rig 


dency is a failure. He may well turn out to be the 
est leader since Richard Nixon or Patrick Swayze i « 
Dawn.” But remember, no matter how much hope and fs 


IBM comes to Dubuque, continued from page 1 


before.” 


ration. 


Dubuque Live! is an event not to be taken lightly. 
Students should come prepared in professional 
attire or business casual dress. Also, it is a good 
idea for students to bring resumes to leave with 
employers from the companies they may be in- 
terested in working for. 

Along with resumes, it is wise to bring a note- 
book and pen to write down points of interest or 
questions. Students should prepare a one-minute 
introduction to approach the representatives 
with. The introduction should include name, 
year, major, type of opportunities the student is 
seeking, related work experience, and questions 
about the position. 

The Career Services team is available for those 
who would like help preparing for this event, 
including organizing their resume or putting 
together an introduction. Students can send an 
e-mail to careerservices@clarke.edu or call 588- 
6302 to schedule an appointment. 
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Make direct eye contact, 
Give a firm handshake. 


ike a positive first impressio 
ssharé some information about 
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herein do not necessari 
College. The Courier wel 
comments to MS 1801 

and length. ; 


“The Dubuque community is secing a re- 
newed interest and appreciation of Infor- 
mation Technology careers,” said Sheila 
Castaneda, chair of the Clarke computer 
science department. “With average start- 
ing salaries of $43,000 at IBM’s newest 
service center, these 1,300 new IT jobs 
will provide possibilities for our graduates 
at a scale that hasn’t been seen in the area 


Executives have expressed interest in 
setting up internship opportunities for 
_ atea colleges, providing students with ex- 
perience working for a worldwide corpo- 


“From an educational perspective, we 
look forward to the new internship op- 
portunities and exposure to the most 
cutting-edge technologies that our stu- 
dents will surely benefit from,” said Bur- 
rows. “In that same spirit of innovation, 
and combined with our forward-thinking 
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changing workplace.” 
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you put into our current president, he is still a politician ¥ in” 
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An IBM information day will be hed acted a ls ne 
the Grand River Center on February geste 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Representatives tegen ‘ 
IBM will give a presentation about dy dec pope PP 
new facility and will be taking quest js Tes once it 
Tickets are not necessary for studea} ged! hope an : 
however IBM is requesting a list of s{jgcn avn Rhomerg, junior 
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i hel is feels like the first 
esi Tag Bey crash and 9/11. This feels like t 
Kes 4: “ty, } crash a 


e event that happened to our gencra- 
BY tion,” said Joc Turek, a junior art major. 


k STA positiv' 


sJustin Curry, Junior 


Mformation da and though they may have been silent, 
Center ' you could tell this was an event that will 
pm, Rep XX! not only be in the history books but one 


ig to attend, If interes 
sign up on the job bi 
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AN though the two hundred eager stu- 


dents, faculty and guests gathered in 
~~ y SAC could not match the numbers of 
: navgural crowd in D.C, they matched 

anticipation for a new era of change. 
ore Katie Graham was there even 
"Oy “W though she docs not live on campus. “This 
tN felt like an event that should be celebrated 

a x “ she said. Most students could 
not help but be excited about the occasion. 
far we have had a war, an economy 


efore the Clarke inauguaral gathering, 
Py ccserans in the SAC were passing 
lated 10 prepas Oy out boxes of tissues for those who might 
et the dear eS be overcome by tears of happiness. There 
"4 were people huddled around the TV’s, 


lS that everyone there will never forget. Some 
and wi the, of the older people appeared to hold back 
wil be wi 8 tears. This once-in-a-lifetime event created a 
= Klien des 2 sense of hope and unity that won’t be soon 
is equesting a ltd forgotten. -Aaron Rhomberg, junior 


n inauguration day in the SAC stu- 

i dents and staff hurried in from the 

yr these positions EF oy, hats, gloves, coats, and backpacks 

intact, asking one another if they had missed 


n Tuesday, Jan. 20 around 11a.m. there 
was not a single TV in the SAC that did 
} not have a crowd of people around it excit- 
ingly watching the inauguration of Barack 
Obama. Everyone scrambled to find a spot. 
International students stopped to ask what 
was going on, and stayed to watch. Students 
stopped eating to watch the TV; Crusader 
Cafe orders were not announced over the 
intercom. Everyone was silent while watching 
the president being sworn in, but you could 
clearly see the smiles on their faces, as many 
nodded their heads in agreement. Afterward 
students went to class, faculty and staff 
went back to work in their classrooms and 
offices, but all walked away excited and with 
hope in their eyes and smiles on their faces, 
-Molly McCormick, Sophomore 


[ the SAC dozens of students, faculty 
and staff gathered to watch as history 
unfolded. It seemed that the room was 
holding its breath as Obama put his hand 
on the Bible to be sworn in. The room 
burst into applause. Some were crying 
tears of joy, while others were shaking 
their heads in silent dismay. Whether they 
had voted for Obama or not, no one 
could deny the historical significance of 
the moment. -Exc Bolder, sophomore 


i \ X Je lined our streets. We crammed into 
the nearest bar. We called off work, 

y skipped class, just to take in the history 

that was taking place. Such was the scene 

across the United States on the morning of 

January 20. So too was the scene in the SAC 


out the CIS mi anything: sighing with relief when they 

¢ Sheila Casue were reassured Obama had not yet spoken. 
Anticipation grew stronger as the presiden- 
\tal speech grew nearer, A brief image of 

——" Obamas’ young daughters flashed on 
|the TV screen as they watched their father’s 


Fevery : ‘ i 
‘ety move. The innocent image of the girls 
{ 


here on campus, as we witnessed history, 
as we became history. Barack Obama was 
to become the first African-American to be 
sworn in as President of the United States. 
At 10 months, Aiden Ehlinger, grandson 
of Penny Ehlinger, program coordinator 
of Americorp at Clarke, didn’t understand 
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prised ‘vo young women to exchange smiles. The moment was captivating and monu- 
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WO million people from all 
ver the country and the 
: World traveled to Washing- 
™: and braved the cold in or- 
Car President Obama take 
ilo, Of office. One of those 2 
Tore he John Thara, a sopho- 
tg Te at Clarke. “I got there 
Pm. on Monday night and 
wagcugh 1 pm. Tuesday.” 
half ay 1 was about a mile and 
Way, which was as close as 


Mental, and as Obama said, “What is required of us now is a new era of responsibility 
~~ Fecognition, on the part of every American, that we have duties to ourselves, our 
on, and the world...” -Heather Haas, junior 


you could get without a ticket. 
His leadership conference group, 
the University Presidential Inaugu- 
ration Conference, invited Thara 
back to D.C. for the inauguration. 

“I thought that because I’m 
from Chicago I would be able 
to handle the cold, but it was 
still really bad,’ Thara paid 
“I thoughtit wasavery nice speech. 
Thara continued. “He said exactly 
what he wanted done over the next 


why everyone’s eyes were glued to the nearest television set. “I brought him so I could 
tell him one day that he was a witness to history,” said Ehlinger. Aiden’ will not remem- 
ber, as I will, the elderly woman sitting just yards away in tears of joy. And he won't 
remember the mass of people that gathered on the Clarke campus to take in a moment 


that. will never repeat itself. But one day he will know of its significance. -Brenden West, 


sophomore 


four years and I think he can do it. 
For Clarke students unable to 
physically attend the inauguration 
there was the Party with a Purpose 
in the SAC. President Obama’s in- 
auguration, speech, and the parade 
were shown on the big screen. 
“T think he’ll focus on what people 
are requesting, and he'll be smart 
about it too. He won’t just hand 
out money.” said Nancy Cervantes, 
a member of the Latin Ameri- 


larke student attends inauguration 


can Student Association (LASA). 

LASA members handed out 
Obama pencils and pins and 
asked partygoers to write letter 
to be sent to Washington D.C. to 
inform President Obama of our 
many hopes, fears, and needs. 

“Obama has really empowered 
minorities, but we need to look 
hard at the economy, housing for 
the poor, and immigration.” Cer- 
vantes said. “Racism only gets 


worse when the economy is bad.” 
Minority and immigrant issues are 
especially important to Cervantes 
who comes from Texas. “I have 
family here from Mexico,” she 
said. “They should be taken care 
of too. I really hope he does well. 
I’m just glad he’s finally in office.” 
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CLEAN adds recycling bins to dorm rooms 


tina fry 
extras editor 


turned to her dorm following Christmas break. As final things were moved in, she 

felt uneasy as she realized that she was not alone. The hairs on the back of her neck 
stood up as she examined her surroundings. Yes, she thought, there was something different 
in the dorm. There was a visitor, and it looked like it was going to stay: a small, blue recycling 
bin. ; 

Unbeknownst to Laura, during break, CLEAN, a campus organization dedicated to saving 
the environment, put individual recycling bins in all of the dorms and eliminated the large 
bins that formerly were in the bathrooms. The bins come complete with a list of items that 
can and cannot be recycled, such as plastic, paper, etc. 

“The most obvious reason is to get people to recycl, of course, since the task requires such 
little effort,” said Lynn Kious, president of CLEAN. “In addition, we hope that people can 
be more aware of their actions, specifically in making eco-friendly decisions.” 

Kious has been a member of CLEAN for two years and has been president since last fall. 
This recycling initiative has been made possible through Campus Ministry funds. CLEAN 
was managed by that organization in the past. j Pe : 

Kious said CLEAN has other ideas for the future here at Clarke. One plan for next year is b < 
water bottles with Clarke’s logo that could be used on campus and would be distributed to ; 7 ~s Photo H¥itina fr, Rl 
incoming freshmen. “I believe that there will also be certain incentives that come with this, Laura Blocklinger hugs the new addition to her room. CLEAN addes 
such as discounted prices on fountain pop when the container is used,” said Kiou recycling bins to the dorm rooms after Christmas break to do their 


part to save the environment. | [gis 


T=: was a general excitement in the air as Clarke freshman Laura Blocklinger re- 


Students wear orange for AIDS awareness |-enzie 


elaine miller bs 


_ Stafflwriter «ni, ey ape erage of 

nFriday, January23 ClarkesoldorangeT-shirts issues instead of force feeding them the infor- shel iin characters that 

for $5 to help thechildreriin Sub-Saharan Af- mation,” said Ehlers. “They were able to par- Senior Elizabeth Kustusch sells orange shirts in | tifa, yecosunlynuni we 
./ tica‘affected:by AIDS. Every shirt sold rep- ticipate in an actual event that took no more the cafeteria to help children in Africa affected by seth fom them again, We see symbols that 1 


resented 100,000 African children orphaned by AIDS. time than getting dressed in the morning.” AIDS. | sieering ogee inthe end, bit doesn’ 
““Wesold almost, to, our ‘goal and‘ every student For moreinformation about how to fight AIDS in Af- icactes mie itimpossble for us to connect, to 
wore “them on that “day,” Justine” Ehlers, a senior rica, go to www.aidsandafrica.com or www.aidsinafrtica. ‘SRUERES oxo pull doser to dead 
communications major, said. “It was nice to see te 
the dedication the students had towards the issue 
and that they were wearing them for the children Laura Gaylord presents a poster to in- 
and not just as a fashion statement,’ Ehlers said. form students about the orange events. 
A scary 25 million adults and children have died oe a aco 
due to AIDS and another 30 million are cur- 
rently living with the disease in Sub-Saharan Af- 
tica. Life expectancies have fallen below 40 years 
in some countries when the average life span 
is already 60 years for people without AIDS. 
In 2007, 2.6 million adults and children died 
and 2.5 million became infected with HIV. 
More than 15 million children under the age of 18 
have been orphaned because of AIDS. Almost 
11.6 million of them live in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
In Zambia and Botswana, nearly 20 percent of the 
children under the age of 17 are orphaned be- 
cause one or both of their parents died of AIDS. 
“Tt was a new way of informing people of the 
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Sean Bradley to offer mathematical approa 
to life in Mackin-Mailander lecture a 


lacey reynolds 


»S 


campus life editor ty 

f you thought mathematics was nothing buta confusing only algebra, geometry and statistics. “What might . ; a r a th 

cluster of triangles, fractions and equations, associate pro- prise people is that sometimes thinking ned he ematics telates to our lives in Very important wi & 

fessorof mathematicsSeanBradleyisteadytoshowyouthat can help us become more aware of some of the patte y In addition to discussing his mathematical th A & 

math is actually a bigger part of your life than you may realize. of our lives, how we think and act.” he said net ts Bradley wants students ti: Heap abouts experiences 4 : 

Bradley has been chosen to present the second piece iG ee CER aecs - fath- beg Corps volunteer in Sierra Leone in the 1980s $/ kj 

of this year’s three-part Mackin-Mailander Lecture Se- ae ; amily also spent two ing in Ames i 

: ears volunteering 1n 

ries on Tuesday, Feb. 10 at 7:30 in the Jansen Music Hall. moa a few years ago Hacer cre gs a # i 

His lecture is titled “Telling Tales Out of School: The “These are times of my life that were very excitind ee th 
World as a Classroom,” and, not surprisingly, he plans to ec ‘ continue to teach me a Hs Bradley said. : we 

take a mathematical approach to the event. “My idea is to a of students would lov do th ne kind of 4 Rt 

tell some stories of what's been learned from teaching and ~ A when they graduat mg we gah ant mote # ‘d H Mt 

learning math, and also from my life experiences as a way 3 ii sa X Bradley said eo Pie crass esa pout of) Ih 
Le edon f in thi 1d” eer eh y said he hopes to say something 4° ie! 

ploring our places in this world,” he said. “Of course,  } l¢ in a way a dl loves © V. 

I can’t help but think mathematically about some things.” faites Gaon. might say . ‘ Seems factor ba am,” he * ; 

Bradley hopes to convey to students that math is not “ae BS ee yt Lees aria pat ne wag ‘ 

Ps cS Ss ES, a Q 

: | y 
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‘ou’ve seen this movie before. It was made 
“in 1993, starring Tom Hanks. You know, 
- born with a deficiency, abandoned by his 
father, works on a boat with a lusty captain, goes 
to war, has a distinct southern drawl, refers to 
“Momma,” hooks up with his childhood sweetheart 
with whom it was “love at first sight,” 
flashes back to his past. All takin 
course of three hours. r 
But the director thinks that by calling this flm a 
name other than “Forrest Gump,” he can pull the 
wool over our eyes. And just to cover his tracks, he 
throws in pedophile undertones and the fact that 
Ben ages backwards. 
That’s what you're getting when you see “The 
. Curious Case of Benjamin Button:” a movie that 
-, is a carbon copy of “Forrest Gump” without the 
unpredictable and exciting life. That’s where Ben 
comes into his own. Even the war he joins, World 
War IT, is portrayed as just another happening in 
the dull dull life of the man who ages in reverse. Even Ben proclaims in his monotonous 
Louisiana tone, “If there was a war, we didn’t see it..” 

What makes Benjamin appealing? Well, the director of this film really wants you to 
understand that he lives in a nursing home. That’s why for the first hour of this three-hour 
time sink, Ben never goes anywhere. He’s submissive, keeps to himself, lives a normally 
unrealistic lifestyle in which he doesn’t have a consistent job, has sex seemingly every day, 
drives a motorcycle, and looks exactly like Brad Pitt, who might be sort of attractive. His 
preatest struggle is, of course, the fact that only he can age backwards, but that’s not even 
really portrayed as a struggle. 

In the film, we constantly run into characters that we believe to be important, but we 
never hear from them again. We see symbols that make us believe that somehow the film 
will tie everything together in the end, but it doesn’t. The flat central character and unrealis- 
g tcconflicts make it impossible for us to connect to.and relate to Ben. And through the last 
“hour, A heiaches (ever so gradually) closer to death, We'begin to realize that there will be 


Clint’s Gran Torino 


staff writer 


; I: the film “Gran Torino” Clint East- 


constantly 
ig place over the 


ae . & 
9 AEE! CHRISTMAS DAY =F. 
is 4 . 


between Thao, and Kowalski. 

In the beginning Thao is forced to help 
Kowalski out because Thao’s sister feels her 
brother disgraced her family by resorting to 
thievery. Slowly, as the two get to know each 


Wood gives a performance that reflects 

his earlier work. such as in “A Fistful of 
Dollars,” “Unforgiven.” and “Dirt Harry.” 
Eastwood gives a raw and powerful perfor- 
mance as a racist Korean War veteran, Walt 
Kowalski, who reluctantly befriends Hmong 
‘mmigrants who live next door after they are 
threatened by local gang members. The mov- 
€ shows not only heroism but that people 
ac able to change their ways. Friendship is 
So strongly emphasized as the movie pro- make the transition into adulthood. 
Btesses, The climatic ending is one that will be re- 
What worked: Eastwood shows the audi- membered not only by fans but film students 
; ce the intensity which he has brought to because of how Eastwood is able to build 
| ther characters in his heyday, but what really tension and suspense and able to surprise 
wes the story scem real is his relationship _ the audience with something they were not 
With Thao Played by Bee Vang. He sets up expecting, Eastwood also reveals why he is a 
on when the quict neighborhood kid is great director by setting up powerful scenes, 

td to steal Kowalski’s prized Gran Torino 
“gang. The most fascinating part of the 
€ Picture is the friendship that develops 


mon. When this happens Kowalski begins to 
show compassion for his new friend while at 
the same time getting a new sense of life. He 


his actors. 

What didn’t work: There were only a few 
things that could have made the movie stron- 
ger. First, is the relationship that Kowalski has 
with his kids and his grand kids. It is depicted 
in the film as a rocky relationship, but it only 
vaguely goes into why there is tension with 
the family. There could have been more focus 
on how the relationship turned sour. Another 
problem is the pacing of the film which at 
times begins to drag, 

Overall: This is a film that will be remem- 
bered long after Eastwood retires. “Gran To- 
tino” convinces the audience that he is not 
only one of our best actors, but also a great 
director. It will be hard for him to top this 
kind of performance. There is a rumor that 
this could be his final acting performance; if 
that’s true he gave us one great last perfor- 


mance. 


Whol 


CLINT EASTWOOD 


other, they realize that they have a lot in com- J. 


also helps Thao land a job at a construction Be 
site to help him not only gain confidence but |) 


which draw out the best performances from |) 
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hy Ben) amin Button: The Predictable Case of an Over- 


Hyped Movie 


no big twist, that there is nothing curious at all about this film. What keeps you from leav- 
ing your seat is the cost of movie tickets these days, ; 
Why would you see this movie? 


Maybe you would like to know what it’s like to be Ben Button. Answer: He’s born, he 
lives, he falls in love, and he dies, in the dullest, most uneventful way. 

Maybe you want to know what all of the hype is about. Answer: This film fits the formu- 
la of what an Oscar film should look like. It has the big-name star, the length, the musical 
score, and a plot that should be interesting, It’s even narrated by an old woman ready to die 
like the 1997 blockbuster “Titanic.” The problem is, that plot isn’t interesting, It’s “Forrest 
Gump,” except that literally nothing happens. 

Maybe you want to find out how best to utilize a theater headrest during this movie. 
Answer: Whenever you feel the urge to fall asleep (which I felt one hour into this lifeless 
saga), slam the back of your head against the cushion. The shock from this exercise should 
allow you to stay awake for a good five minutes before “The Curious Case of Benjamin 
Button” bores you right back to slumber. 


‘he newest fast-talking, ctiminal caper film from B: 
itchie. I’m a huge fan of his early work (“Lock, Stocl 


‘me wishing hé would return to his roots, With “RocknRolla,” he 
‘so wholeheartedly, Intelligent writing, EEE 
| likable scum-bags, excellent music, and 
fast-paced action put RocknRolla right 
ongside his previous best. Some crit- 
s have complained that this movie is % 
efust tmoré of the same, which; if you're 
“a fan of Ritchie’s movies, shouldn’t be 
a problem at allie yack as 


Max Payne: If you've seen the trailer to this film, you might as well stop | 
yourself right there. It presents the tried-and-true tevenge plotline, in a 
‘cool, film-noir style, complete with a creepy music track by. Marilyn Man-" 
/son-and flying valkyre cfeatures swooping down and snatching up drug 
dealers and pedestrians. The movie, however, manages to ruin all of these 
interesting-looking concepts by throwing them into a dull, muddled and 
‘completely forgettable mess that came off like it was the bastard-child. 
five different story ideas, all thrown together in a patchwork of unori 
ality. 2 3 - : . ° : 


aw V: I'll be the first one to say that while the original “Saw” is on 
most original, well-thought out horror films of. the. last decade; 
eless sequels have done nothing but ruin and ‘remove all the mys 
hand appeal of their successor. So, needless to’ say, T went into. 2 
apecting not only to hate it, but to hate it with a passion reserved o! 
nameless corporations who will destroy a good idea in an attempt to fi 
chise it and make as much money as they can with it. Imagine my su 
en. jt wasn’t the absolute worst thing I had watched that week: (ah 
x Payne)... I mean, it was a bad film, of course, but at ‘least I co 
it felt like a film and not just supplemental material from the firs 
yvies, And while it did the usual, overly-healthy dose of flashbackin 
ff we've already seen, at least it attempted to move forward with a li 
seen more originality, I’ll say it flat out, Jigsaw is ne 
‘an interesting villain. He’s an amazingly dro 
one-dimensional hypocrite. Unfortunately, 
protégé suffers from the stereotypical ¢ 
board cut-out characterization reserved for 
etyone else in the saw films too, And it does: 
help that the hero and the villain of the 
look and sound identical. So, despite my end 
.] amount of criticism for the most recent ent 
the series, | can honestly say, it was actualh 
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Clarke students take in culture, art and history 


justin curry 
art etc. editor 


hile most students dur- 
ing break were stuck at 
home glued to the TV, 


shoveling the driveway or having 
a ball working their 8-5; 15 Clarke 
students had the opportunity to 
do something different over their 
Christmas break. They toured Italy. 
From Dec. 27-Jan. 6 the students 
saw Florence, spent an afternoon 
in Siena and also went to Rome. 
A lot of the planning was done by 
Bryan Zygmont, assistant profes- 


7 =e 


— 
Maran. 


sor of art, who had already trav- 
eled to Italy twice before. 

Zygmont was excited to take stu- 
dents to Italy. The tour was guided 
by Witte Travel, the same agency 
that guided the Clarke student trip 
to Ireland. 

Zygmont jokes that whatever art 
work he shows in his class is the 
same size because everything is the 
same size on the projector, but 


now he enjoys showing students: 


in his art history class pictures of 


§ % ae : ees 
Participants of the Clarke Italy tour:outside the 


Coliseum in Rome. 


the Vatican and they nod in under- 
standing. 

“1 didn’t encounter any surprises 
but I could sce that students did,” 
Zygmont said. “I didn’t have to be 
worried; our students represented 


Clarke and America well. Most 


foreginers expect Americans to be 
tambuncious and out of control, 
but they were well behaved and 
very respectful at all times.” 

Joe Turek, junior art major, en- 
joyed his first time out of the 
country. 

“The trip was easy going and un- 
stressful” Turck said. “My favorite 
place had to be the Borghese Mu- 
seum in Italy because of the beau- 
tiful art work.” 

If I could.do one thing different- 
ly I would -not let the tour guides 
direct us around the museums. I 
would let the students just roam 
the galleries” said Zygmont. 

Kristina Nesteby, junior art ma- 
jor, had similar thoughts. 

“The tour guides were okay,” she 
said. “ It was a bit of a hassle some- 
times because we had to stay with 
them even if we wanted to wander 
off.. The good part is we were able 
to hear in-depth information about 


had to be the Peer 


city of Florence, 
everywhere 15 
so walkable and 
there are fewer 
tourists. You can 
find moments 


in the day where } 


there is no one 
around.” 


Nestleby add- 


ed, “I knew we Jj 


were going to 
visit a 


a lot of art, 
but it was quite 


overwhelming ], 


(in a good way). 


There’s just so 


much to take 
in. The culture. 
The art.” 

“T had two 
goals this trip, 
bring everyone 


back safely and to do it again,” said 


Zygmont. 


lot of & 
places and sce BS 


He said he would like to go some- 
where again in 2010. “I want to go 
somewhere the students haven't 
gone yet, and I would like to do it 


Percintstiesy the cities or artists.” 
"  “Zygmont said, “My favorite place 


Agnes of God’s Second Chance 


sara prier 
staff writer 


Te: lucky Clarke students will- 
ingly came back from Christmas 
break this year an entire week early. 
In this week, the students worked hard on 
perfecting the art of loading and unloading 
the set for the Clarke production of “Agnes 
of God” in a quick and efficient manner. 

The students, a mixture of drama majors 
and minors, were maneuvering the set in or- 
der to prepare for their upcoming participa- 
tion in the Kennedy Center American Col- 
lege Theatre Festival in Lawrence, Kansas 
January 18-23. At this festival, the students 
would perform the play “Agnes of God” 
twice. Judges would then critique their per- 
formances based on the performance of the 
show and how the crew loaded and unload- 
ed their set. 


nes of God” were extremely honored by 
their presence at the Festival in Lawrence 
Clarke was selected to perform at this fes- 
tival after regional critics from the ACTF 
came to an initial performance of “Agnes of 
God” at Clarke last fall. The critics then told 
the Clarke drama department to “save the 
show.” This meant that the “Agnes of God” 
production would have a strong chance of 
competing in the ACTF regional competi- 
tion. 

“Taking ‘Agnes of God “to the ACTF was 
an amazing experience that I will remember 
for the rest of my life,” said Erin Kane, who 
plays Agnes. “I was so proud of our whole 
department and how hard everyone worked to 
make taking this show to the festival possible.” 


66 | was honored to be a part of thegg 
entire experience 


The students and faculty involved in the 
ACTF hoped for the ultimate win--an invite 
to perform the “Agnes of God” production 
in Washington D.C. at the national competi- 
tion. The results will be released after all the 
regional performances take place. 

Specific criteria included safety, smooth- 
ness, and efficiency in putting up and tak- 
ing down the show. Overall effect, set, con- 
cept, costume, and performance by actors 
were the criteria for the performance of the 
show. 

The students and faculty involved in “Ag- 


clarke courier 


Valerie Heitzman, who played the psychia- 
trist, said, “The show was very exciting and 
special for all of us. We knew this was an 
honor, but it really hit home for me when ev- 
erything was all said and done and I realized 
the effect it had on everyone involved in- 
cluding the audience. It has been a few years 
since a Clarke show has been brought to the 
festival and I was so honored and grateful to 
be in the cast and crew. This will forever be 
among my warmest memories.” 

Freshman drama and art major Kayla Da- 
misch was a member of the crew. 


Senior drama ma 
and Erin Kane pe 


“J was honored to be a part.of the entire 
experience,” she said, “ The experience was 
not only educational. because we learned b: 
doing additional performances but also ie 
cause we watched other performances and 
Went to workshops on various things in th 
drama world. I believe the set-up and tak . 
down went smoothly along with th a 
formance because of aes 
tion.” 
Drama de 


arti ; 4 
BYM, ey Partment chair Caro] Blitgen, 


“The drama faculty is so Proud 


before they graduate” he said. “T 
am hoping to go somewhere like 


jors from left Allsion Padley, Valerie Heitzma” | 
rform in Clarke's production of “Agnes of GOO 


our previous Prepara- 
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photo contribute? 


«a 
of our students who worked so effect | 
and professionally. They proved that c 
college can hold its own and make . a! 

Drama professor Joe Kleinbriel ae 
light designer Ellen Gabriellesch! a wt? | 
tumer Bob Newmann played 2 large P | 
the preparation for the production ‘ 
ance in Lawrence. 

“It was a tremendous learning 
for the students--and they perform” we 
as or better than students from oe 
university,” Gabrielleschi said, os ‘ 
teally made the experience happe™ 
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kylee miller 
sports editor 
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new school records. 


cords for indoors. 


qnd 21.17 seconds. 


UD track meet with a time of 13:41.17. 
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aaron rhomberg 
staff writer 


ost Clarke students enjoy 
M watching Clarke games not 
only to show support for 


their friends but also to have fun as well. 
However, circumstances may interfere 
with fans attending sporting events. 
One of the biggest factors is when the 
teams head out on the road. Audio web- 

casts are now a way for Clarke students 
and the general public to experience 
the joy of hearing the Clarke Crusaders 
compete, 

The webcast was launched on Novem- 
ber 12, 2008 when the Clarke women’s 
basketball team had a home game against 
Cardinal Stritch University. One person 
who is thrilled about the live webcasts is 
TimeSaver student Jane Jackson. “I feel 
that it gives us an Opportunity to share 


ae the country for both teams,” she 
said, 


ba Information, explains other ben- 
hts the webcast provides. “It allows the 


ne Clarke men’s and women’s track 
teams traveled to the University of 
Tes Platteville for their sea- 
pening, meet and walked out with six 


Sammy Leslie, Carley Freund, Hanna Day, 
id Kelsey Gleich proved to be a formidable 
a when they broke Clarke’s 4x400 meter re- 


“{q indoor, the turns are sharper and it’s 
harder to be fast,” Leslie said of the race. But 
the indoor track didn’t seem to matter to the 


els as they set the new record at 4 minutes 


“Yie'll do even better outdoors,” Leslie 
said. The ladies broke the record again in the 


Our athletic games with parents who are 


Jerry Hanson, Clarke’s director of. 


Touchdown Cardinals! Arizona 
with friends after the Cardinals’ fourth-qua 


total up to three. 
Not to be shown up, 


a time of 8.32 seconds. 


“You have to keep in mind that we're a very 
new program,” sophomore Carley Freund 
said, “You can expect to sec much better 


from us in the future.” 


° didn’t stop there. Senior Jessica 
asian adi Freshman Kelsey Gleich runs jae 
the 4x400m Saturday at UD. Fug 


“interes Clarke webcasts games 


parents who are not able to attend the 
sporting events to hear how well their 
children are doing,” he said. Hanson also 
feels that it is a great way of recruiting 
students who are trying to decide where 
to attend college. The play-by-play com- 
mentary gives those listening the feeling 
of being at the event live and allows lis- 
teners to keep track of the scores and 
standings. Peter Rodriguez, a sopho- 
more, with a double major in business 
and philosophy feels that the webcasts 
will benefit the fans. “It’s really good I 
think it gives the fans entail of what’s 
happening and it’s also better to hear the 
voices,” he said. 

Hanson said other information about 
the Clarke teams is integrated into the 
webcasts. “The webcasts 
also have live stats and other 
home events appear as well,” 
he said. He also hopes that 
if the popularity of the we- 
beast continues, there will 
be other Clarke shows. One 
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Clegg set the bar in the 5000 meter with a 
time of 20 minutes and 52 seconds, Hanna 
Day moved on to her second tecord running 
a 27.87 second 200 meter dash, bringing the 


the men’s team 
matched the women with three more records, 


Freshman Chris Nightengale took second in 
the 55 meter with a time of 6.61 as well as 
setting a new Clarke mark of 23.62 seconds 
in the 200 meter. Sophomore Russell ReVoir 
finished second in the 55-meter hurdles with 


os 


ive Brad Dahl celebrates 
its rter touchdown. 


idea would possibly be a coach’s show 
that would cover a variety of topics in- 
volving their teams. According to Han- 
son, this show could also serve as a 
marketing tool to increase the visibility 
of Clarke College. As for the reception 
of the webcast, Hanson said there has 
been nothing but positivity from both 
students and parents and that people all 
over the country along with Australia and 
Canada tune in as well. Carlos Ramos, 
junior, majoring in sports management 
and manager of the basketball team, 
was on the webcast two weeks ago. “I 
was asked a couple of questions and I 
feel it’s a good thing,” he said. Fans get a 
different perspective on the game and it 
is a way to bring the college out.” 
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Track season starts with new records 


kylee miller 
oe sports editor 

- Two hundred Clarke students parti 
in intramural sports last semester anc 
goal is to have even more in 2009. 
__ The reason for Clarke’s success is 
- volvement of all athletes in the off-se: 
games. Unlike. most schools, Clar 
: lows any student to play intramurals, A 
; letes can even play in their own sport 
' means a Clarke volleyball team men 
can also play intramural volleyball, 
. Due to the possibility of injury and 
| Competitiveness of the leagues, Cl 
oes limit the number of regular athiet 
© are allowed to play on each team 
ural soccer teams will only all 
ximum of two regular players, male 
Male, tobe oneachteam, 
‘Intramural sports leagues are a 
y to stay in shape and meet new: 
n a friendly, competitive setting,” 
shman track team member Kelsey 
lames. BRS eee 
[he following is a list of intram 
ports, their sign-up deadlines, and 
dates games will be played: 


: Deadline: — Game 


“Steeling” for a win 


kylee miller 
sports editor 


e’re still in it!” shouted sophomore Peter Rodriguez as the Cardinals’ 

Larry Fitzgerald ran in for a touchdown in the fourth quarter. It 

seemed as if everyone was cheering for the Arizona Cardinals in their 

first Super Bowl appearance Sunday. Especially with Cardinals quarterback Kurt 
Warner being a UNI alumnus. But it wasn’t enough to pull out a victory. 

Clarke students gathered around the big screen set up in the SAC to watch the 

Pittsburgh Steelers take on the underdog Arizona Cardinals. The Crusader Café 

provided football-themed food for the party sponsored by CHAMPS, CREATE, 


Super Bow! 43 did not disappoint. “It’s locked up!” Steelers fan Jerusalem Strick- 
land said in the last five minutes of the fourth quarter. But the Cardinals weren’t 
going down without a fight. Their last touchdown put the score at 23-20. Two 
minutes remained on the clock as the Steelers made their last drive. 

“He’s in,” Strickland said. Santonio Holmes caught a long pass and just barely 
kept in bounds for the game-winning touchdown with a score of 27-23. The 
Steelers are the first team in NFL history to win six Super Bowl titles. 

“I wish we'd have won,” Arizona native Brad Dahl said. “But we did what we 
could do. It was a good game.” 
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An affordable way to say... 


10 Things I Lov 


justin haas 
staff writer 


| ove is in the air because Val- 

entine’s Days is just around 

the corner. People will be 
showing that significant other 
how they truly feel about him or 
her. Living on a college student's 
budget may mean that you can’t af- 
ford to go out and buy the most 
elegant jewelry or dine at an ex- 
pensive restau- 
rant. However, 
this doesn’t 


alds or Taco Bell isn’t exactly the 
ideal place for dinner on Valen- 
tine’s Day, but that’s not for me to 
decide. 

Instead, how about making a 
Valentine’s Day gift? Throwing to- 
gether a handmade card at the last 
minute isn’t exactly what I mean. 
Oftentimes only the negatives are 
brought up between 
couples and not the 

positives. It’s just 


has affected your life. Here’s where 
it starts to get good. Write down 
each quality on a note card, post- 
it- note or a small piece of paper 
and place with it an item represent- 
ing the quality. 

For example, if you love how 
funny your Valentine is, get her or 
him a joke book. If you love their 
smile get them a disposable cam- 
era so you can take pictures of that 
smile, Finally, if you love to hear 
them sing, put together a CD of all 


mean you easier to point 

can’t come up out the negatives _ their favorite songs. 

with a cheap, 4 in someone than This is a meaningful and inexpen- 
fun and effec- the positives. With sive gift idea for the average college 


tive gift idea for 
your valentine. 


about what you might do 

or get for your Valentine, it’s 
safe to say dinner and a movie is 
out of the question. There is noth- 
ing special about sitting in a dark 
room for a couple hours and hav- 
ing to whisper, but going out to 
dinner is expensive depending on 
where you go. Obviously McDon- 
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this gift idea, you'll 

be doing the exact op- 

posite of that. Here’s what 
you do: 

Make a list of all the qualities you 
love about your Valentine. Now, 
narrow that list to 5 or 10 quali- 
ties. 

Once you have the qualities, write 
your Valentine a personal letter 
describing how much he or she 
means to you and how he or she 


bq] | sure hope it is clean, 


Basel -Kelsey Kuepers, junior. 
Pay Music education major 


Maty Frances Hall. I live there so 


student. Your Valentine will know 
it’s from your heart and he/she will 
love you for it. 

Obviously this is meant to be a 
fun and creative way to express the 
way you feel about your Valentine 
so have fun with it. 
This is a cheap, fun 
and effective gift for 
your Valentine that 
won't break his or her 
heart or the bank. 
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“Where is the Cleanest/Best Bathroom in Dubngue? 


Borders at the mall, because that’s whete || 
intelligent people go. eal 
- Brett Renter, sophomore 
pre -PT major 


dent advisor, I 
learning assesst 
ig there to help 
need encourage! 

Dean will ber 
home state of 7 
ginning of Mar 
gin her new role 
rector of Orieni 
Development at 
University in -V 
miles from her | 


The Diamond Jo Casino because it’s new X ie es 
nd hasn’t had time to build up disgusting Target because I work there and I melt an ‘5 ; 
i) germs yet. Sure it is spic and span for myself. J0p Meg 800 
- Michelle Tranel, senior nursing major ~ Courtney Toxnsend, None” & “oy, 


Senior communication major 
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